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General Information 
The Saucon Valley School District comprises the Borough of Hellertown and 
Lower Saucon Township, Pennsylvania, both suburbs of Bethlehem and located 
in Northampton County.  Hellertown, a residential community, covers an area of 
1.4 square miles while Lower Saucon Township covers 23.3 square miles.  
Lower Saucon, which is horseshoe-shaped, surrounds Hellertown.  Together 
they comprise the Saucon Valley.  
 
The district receives 81% of its revenues locally, 18% from the state and 1% from 
the federal government.  The district’s percentage of low-income students is 
approximately 21%. 
 
The district has three buildings housing a student population of slightly less than 
2,300 students with a special education enrollment of approximately 320 
students.  There are approximately 140 gifted students in the district.  The 
district’s graduation rate is 93% with approximately 91% of all students 
continuing on to post-high school education opportunities in higher education and 
technical education. 
 
The school district is a member of the Colonial Intermediate Unit with a service 
area of thirteen school districts and three career and technical centers in 
Northampton, Monroe, and Pike Counties. 

School Organization 
The organizational structure of the school district is elementary (K-4); middle 
school (6-8); and high school (9-12).  Additionally, students of the school district 
also attend the Bethlehem Area Vocational and Technical School. 

Elementary School 
The school district's elementary school prides itself on a child-centered focus.  
The faculty and staff are proud of such initiatives and philosophies as 
 

 Promoting excellence for all children; 
 Holding children to high academic and behavioral standards; 
 Exploration of Positive Behavior Support to strengthen our positive school 

culture; 
 A language arts program that reflects high expectations for student 

achievement; 
 A constructive math program that has produced outstanding student 

performance; 



 A researched-based science program employing a hands on approach to 
learning; 

 Utilizing Response to Intervention and Instruction to address the needs of 
all students;  

 A framework for data-driven decision making;  
 Goal-setting by staff and students to maximize achievement; 
 Nurturing parent involvement in the education of their child; 
 A vibrant and varied after school workshop program organized and 

facilitated by parent volunteers; 
 A wireless environment providing state of the art technology integration 

opportunity for students and staff. 

Middle School 
Instruction at the middle school is delivered mainly though interdisciplinary teams 
of teachers.  There are four distinct schedules that allow for developmentally 
appropriate organization recognizing the needs of each grade level.  The middle 
school is proud of such initiatives as: 
 

 Inclusion of grade 5 in Middle School administrative supervision of 
students, staff, curriculum, instruction and assessment; 

 Exploratory courses in world language, technology, art, careers, music, 
physical education and technology;  

 Advisory Program in place for grades 6, 7, 8 
 A strong service learning culture; 
 A world language program offering two different world languages; 
 A character education program that builds on the Elementary Panther 

PRIDE program.  P.A.W.S. Positive Attitudes Worth Sharing, similar to a 
"caught you being good" 

 A focus on accountability at all levels; Principal's Cabinet structure twice a 
week with teams to review at risk student data; 

 A language arts program aligned to Pennsylvania Core Standards, that 
maintains a focus on research driven practices; 

 A Math program aligned to Pennsylvania Core Standards in grade 5, 6, 7, 
8 with the inclusion of accelerated opportunities; 

 A systematic structure of course assignment to students based on multiple 
pieces of data per academic course; 

 Innovations in social studies  & science (FOSS) that focus on active 
student engagement; 

 Math and language arts (Reading Strategies) intervention programs 
employing research driven technology practices;  

 An intramural and club program offering an array of choices; 
 An opportunity for students to participate in district band and choral 

programs; 
 A wireless environment providing state of the art technology integration 

opportunity for students and staff; 



 One-to-one technology program that provides anytime anywhere access 
in grades 7 & 8; 

 A systematic planned calendar of varied assessments in academic areas 
(Mathematics & Language Arts); 

 Assessment data program to provide ready access to student assessment 
data 

High School 
The high school curricula provide an extensive array of core courses and elective 
choices.  The academic content areas offer courses that differ in degrees of 
difficulty. Students are encouraged to plan their high school program based on 
their personal and career interests.  The high school is proud of its 
accomplishments and initiatives such as: 
 

 A diverse array of advanced placement (AP) courses which have College 
Board approval and recognition; 
An exemplary fine arts program with strong student demonstrations of 
skill; 

 A wireless environment and smart boards to promote best practices in 
integrating technology; 

 A structured intervention program for students needing assistance in 
mathematics and English/Language Arts  

 An array of elective courses that recognize the diversity of need of our 
students; 

 An extensive program of extra curricular programs, which includes 
athletics, drama, student government, and clubs of interest; 

 A comprehensive vocational program offered at Bethlehem Area 
Vocational Technical School; 

 A program promoting opportunity and success for each student.  

Mission 
“To ensure learning and inspire students to succeed in life and contribute to 
society” 

Vision 
We envision a Saucon Valley School District in which students, staff and 
community: 
 

 Are committed to life long learning;  
 Use research best practices to make decisions;  
 Gather and apply data from multiple sources to make informed choices;  
 Have established strong partnerships;  
 Have fostered mutual respect;  
 Are committed to continuous improvement; 
 Employ information and communication technologies to enhance learning;  
 Engender a sense of diversity, tolerance, mutual support and self worth;  



 Are committed to a safe, positive, and orderly environment;  
 Mutually support programs and services of the school district;  
 Are self directed, creative, and responsible citizens who flourish in a global 

context. 

Shared Values 
 The school community values individuals from a variety of cultural and 

family backgrounds.  
 All students can achieve their potential when provided with opportunities 

and resources that target their individual learning needs. 
 All students and staff are entitled to a safe, positive, and orderly school 

environment.  
 All students and staff work with a relevant curriculum and adaptable 

instructional program.  
 Successful curricular and extra curricular experiences promote positive 

self-concept and contribute to improved individual performances.  
 Student success is dependent on the partnership between families and 

the school community.  
 All members of the school community will be accountable for attaining 

academic and behavioral standards.  
 Each individual needs knowledge and skills to function effectively in a 

rapidly changing society.  
 Each individual is unique and deserves respect.  
 The district campus serves as a resource for the community. 


