
 
Second Grade 
 
Space is an introduction to our universe and our place in it. Second Grade students 
will investigate the following key content: 
 

• Develop an understanding of the relationship between planets to each other as 
well as the sun.  

• Investigate how the Earth’s position in the solar system affects student lives. 
• Name the planets of the solar system in order. 
• Observe and record the location of the sun in the sky over the course of a day. 
• Recognize that light from the sun is an important source of energy for living and 

nonliving things. 
• Explain how our planet rotates and revolves around the sun. 

 
The Pebbles, Sand, and Silt unit consists of four sequential investigations. Students 
will explore the following concepts:  

• Learn to know rocks by many names and in a variety of sizes.   
• Develop a curiosity and interest in the physical world around them. 
• Observe, describe, and sort earth materials based on properties. 
• Separate earth materials by size, using different techniques. 
• Observe the similarities and differences in the materials in a river rock mixture: 

silt, sand, gravel, and small and large pebbles. 
• Explore places where earth materials are found and ways earth materials are used. 
• Compare the ingredients in different soils. 
• Organize and communicate observations through drawing and writing. 
• Acquire the vocabulary associated with earth materials. 

 
The Insects module provides experiences that heighten students’ awareness of the 
diversity of animal forms. During the course of the study, the students will: 

• Students will engage in firsthand knowledge of the life sequences of a number of 
insects. 

• Observe insect structures and behaviors, discuss their findings, and ask questions.  
• Observe life cycles of insects and compare the stages of metamorphosis exhibited 

by each species. 
• Develop a curiosity and interest in insects and a respect for them as living things. 
• Experience some of the great diversity of forms in the animal kingdom. 
• Become familiar with some of the life sequences that different types of insects 

exhibit, (simple and complete metamorphosis). 
• Observe the similarities and differences in the larvae, pupae, and adults of insects 

that go through complete metamorphosis. 
• Observe the behaviors of insects at different stages of their life cycle. 
• Provide for the needs of insects, (air, water, food, and space). 
• Acquire the vocabulary associated with insect life. 

 


